Use of a new simplified assay for phospholipase A2 to measure bacterial enzyme levels.
During investigation of possible phospholipase A2 (PLA2) production by pathogenic bacteria associated with preterm labour, a rapid and simple assay method was developed which involved few steps and which could be applied easily to large numbers of samples. The principle difference from previously described methods lies in separation of the reaction products by partitioning them between organic and aqueous solvents, rather than by using thin layer chromatography. This enabled us to determine that none of the bacteria studied released PLA2 into the culture medium spontaneously, and that only Escherichia coli contained high levels of PLA2.